Clacton Rugby Club
Clacton

 37 points;
Billericay

8 points

Essex League – Division One
Saturday 28th January 2012 

Matt Mahoney, the Clacton Rugby Club coach, probably had one of the biggest smiles in the town on Saturday evening after he had witnessed one of his side’s best displays of the season, and they reaped the reward for the hours put in on the training ground.
The fourth-place Seasiders went into the match knowing that they had to achieve a result to maintain some sort of contact with the top of the division, whilst the visitors were hoping to improve on their third place spot.  With only an insignificant crossfield breeze, and underfoot conditions ideal, the scene was set for an entertaining afternoon.

Shane Jerram, James Barbour and Aaron Johnston were all making a return to the Clacton line-up, but Richard Brannan was unavailable.  This meant something of a reshuffle, with Darren Tully taking over at scrum-half, and Grant Jarmain slotting into the vacant full-back position. 
The home side camped inside the visitors’ half from the kick-off, and were rewarded after 11 minutes of pressure when Darren Hotten scooped the ball up from the back of a 5-metre scrum and dived over the line.  Darren Tully added the extra points, but this galvanised Billericay, and they then enjoyed a period in the Clacton half.  The Seasiders were forced into giving away a number of penalties, and this culminated in a 10 minute yellow card for prop Sam Mahoney.  Simon Anderson came on to take his place in the front row, with Ben Buxey being sacrificed, but the 14 men astonished the spectators by scoring a try.  James Barbour made the initial break, and he had James Garrod on his shoulder for a pass.  Tremendous support from the rest of the team saw them make the try-line before Seamus McGowan applied the final touch.

The 14 men then went down to just 13 after Shane Jerram was also yellow-carded in the 26th minute, but they managed to hold out for another minute for Sam Mahoney to rejoin the fray.  The Seasiders remained one man down, but during this period of 19 minutes, they kept a clean scoresheet, and it was not until the final kick of the first half that Billericay scored their first points.

Clacton were deemed to be offside and, from 20 metres and in front of the posts, Billericay took the points, so the teams turned round with the Seasiders holding a 12-3 advantage.

This was extended seven minutes after the break when another surging run by James Barbour set-up Ollie Redpath under the posts, and again Darren Tully added the extras.  However, the 16 point cushion only lasted a minute.  Clacton were forced back to their own line from the re-start, and an attempted clearing kick was charged down for a visiting try.

Nevertheless, Clacton were now playing some delightful rugby, and extended their lead on 56 minutes.  More excellent work by James Barbour forced a loose ball to go bouncing over the Billericay line, and his partner James Garrod was able to apply the final touch for a bonus-point fourth try.  Darren Tully’s conversion hit the post and bounced back, but a 24-8 lead looked fairly healthy.  Billericay were penalised twice in the next ten minutes – once for coming in at the side of a ruck, and again for handling the ball on the ground, and Darren Tully kicked both to increase the lead.  Then, with eight minutes to go, skipper Jake Buxey applied the finishing touches to an outstanding performance with try number five under the posts.


This was one of the best all-round team displays of the season from Clacton.  The front-row of Sam Mahoney, Dan Wigfall and Shane Jerram were given tremendous support by Richard Blanes and Lee Turner, with Aaron Johnston, Ben Buxey and Darren Hotten creating an attacking platform.  Jake Buxey played his pivotal role to his usual high standards, with the incisive running and tenacious tackling of Ollie Redpath, James Garrod, James Barbour and Seamus McGowan all adding to the mix.  Grant Jarmain controlled matters at full back, but the Lonsdale Landscapes man-of-the-match award went to Darren Tully.
Next week [Saturday 4th February 2012] sees Clacton make one of their longest trips when they travel to Buckhurst Hill to take on Bancroft.  The Seasiders had a narrow 22-18 win when the two sides met at Vista Road in October, and another close game is being forecast.  Kick-off is at 2.30 pm.
